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FAIRY TALES OF THE VATAAN AMI

(Summary)

WANG SUNG-HSING

In my article on “Religion and Myth among the Vataan Ami” I defined the fairy
tales as a sort of the kopko (story) concerned with fantastic events. They are usually
recounted amidst gossipings. From chief characters in such tales, we learn some
aspects of the life in this tribe. Evil ghosts and divinities of cereals, fishing, war
and hunting play important role in these stories, while the sapalunau’s (chief) divini-
ties and magician’s deities, on the other hand, never appeared in the contexts.

In a performance of mivtek, the ritual of wine offering, the chief is essentially
the man who chants the names of the sapaluyau’s divinities. Similarly, the magician
chants the names of his own divinities when performing rituals in connection with
healing of diseases. The names of these divinities are believed to have supernatural
‘power’. Because of their divine positions, it is not proper to mention the name
of these divinities amidst gossips, and, in fact, their names are unknoWn to the people,
but a few elite such as the chief or sapalunyax and magicians.

Besides the rituals performed by the sapalumyau, there are many rituals concerning
farming and hunting which are carried out privately by individual families. A reco-
very from a ritual to normal life requires a ceremonious fishing, malialats. These
divinities of the rituals are well known to the society, hence are attached many tales.
In addition, there are still many tales about the evil ghosts, kariah, being in wide
circulation. Some heroes in the tales are the representative Ami men themselves.

We may draw a line between the “legend” and the “tale”. The former, mainly
relating to family histories as well as the origins of rituals, has direct bearing on
the tribes of today, with the actual function of the rituals and/or social organization.
The latter, on the other hand, portraying fantastic or strange events of remote past,
has no connection at all with the present tribes.

Presented in this paper are several tales which the author gathered in his field
trip during the winter vacation of 1960. The outlines of them are as follows;

1) Thestory of the evil ghosts: kariak In ancient times, there were some contacts
between the evil ghosts and the mankind. The game of the evil ghosts was the
monster serpent whose meat was unsavory. The deer was the chief game of the

mafkind, as still is nowadays, and the meat of which was very delicious. One day,
the evil ghosts invaded the hunting territory of the mankind, and being entraped
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into a stone-trap, suppressed under the stone. Henceforth, the evil ghosts are always

with only one leg or burried beneath the'ground to be fed the dead bodies.

2) The

story of the divinities of fishing; These stories narrate phantasmagoric

events. Divinities appeared and disapp=ared like phantoms. One of them had a long

penis.
3) The
4) The
5) The
6) The
7) The
8) The
9) The

story of a widow transformed into the bird kawau.

storv of grandmother transformed into the anteater, alum.
story of a hunter transformed into the bird pona.

story of aruvai; a girl with a dentate vagina.

story of i/analau; people were transformed into grasshoppers.
story of the Manless Island.

story of two brothers transformed into stars.



